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& Action Plan 



Master Plan & Action Plan 

 

Increase tree canopy: 
• replace missing trees 
• update sparse landscape in       

ROW, parks, & city properties 
 

Identify best practices: 
• water resources 
• low impact development 
• economic ROI 
• heat island 



Masterplan & Action Plan 

 • increase park use, walking, 
biking, access to bus and 
rail and improve mobility 

• identify asset value & 
management costs of trees 

• develop ‘living’ inventories 
and assessment tools  

• increase awareness & 
support of Tempe’s urban 
forest 
 
 
 
 



Assessment of Tempe’s Tree Canopy Coverage 

Benchmarked entire 
tree canopy (public & 
private) across city 
limits by  
 census tract 
 ROW 
 character areas 

and  
 irrigated areas  

 
 
 
2010 data 

 



RESULTS 

• Tree canopy (entire city 
limits): 13.4% 

• Varies among census 
tracts from 6.8% to 
24.2%  

• Publicly-owned (COT) 
canopy includes       
ROW (1.6%) and 
Parks/Properties (0.78%) 
 

6.8%                        24% 



Sustainability Principles 
  

The best time to plant a 
tree was 20 years ago.  
The second best time is 
NOW - Chinese Proverb 

for Urban Forestry 



Maximize Urban Cooling  

Use trees and construction materials that reduce the 
urban heat island and makes a more walkable city. 



Wise Use of Water 

Plant and maintain trees and landscapes that use 
water efficiently. 



Expand Shade 

Create shade to produce a walkable 20-minute city 
benefiting public health and economic development. 



Increase Property Values 

Plant and maintain trees that increase property values 
and attract new businesses, retail customers and 
residents. 



Support Biodiversity 

Plant diverse species of trees that absorb potential 
shocks, including extreme heat and species-specific 
disease. 



Respect Habitat 

Develop a healthy urban forest that provides natural 
habitat for birds, animals and pollinators. 



Coordinate Infrastructure 

Plant and maintain trees that are compatible with 
infrastructure (i.e. street lighting, underground 
utilities and power lines). 



Preserve Viewsheds 

Support tree growth that preserves important 
viewsheds (i.e. mountain views, signage and  
traffic line of sight). 



Enhance Walkability 

Plant trees and design landscapes that improve 
pedestrian accessibility and walkability to retail and 
services. 



Achieve Equity 

Ensure trees and shade benefit all residents. 



Beautify Tempe 

Create beautiful landscapes and ensure trees are part 
of the urban form and promote attractive 
neighborhoods.  



Cultivate Collective Action 

Utilize the efforts of volunteers, businesses, city 
staff & public-private partnerships to grow & 
maintain the urban forest. 



Community Challenge Grant  

 

$13K for Urban Forestry Master Plan & Action Plan 

US Forest Service 
 
AZ State Forestry Division 
Urban & Community Forestry 

• John Richardson 
• Alix Rogstad  

 
 
 

       



Tempe is a ‘ReLeaf 

http://www.americanforests.org/our-programs/urbanforests/community-releaf 

$100,000 funding & assistance 
assessment 

restoration 
public outreach 

support for policy efforts 
volunteer event launches restoration phase 

primary local corporate sponsor: Bank of America 
 

• urban forest 
assessment, 

• restoration, and  
• outreach & education 

City’! 















Tempe Urban Forest Workshop & EXPO 
  



Bonnie Richardson AIA, MSL 
City of Tempe 
Transportation Planning & Greenscapes 
bonnie_richardson@tempe.gov 
480.350.8628 

www.tempe.gov/urbanforest 

mailto:bonnie_richardson@tempe.gov
http://www.tempe.gov/
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