
Urban Forest Sustainability 





“Everywhere there is shade and plenty of it.  The entire valley, 

from Mesa to Phoenix, is one solid mass of green … and the 

entire distance … can be driven under an almost unbroken arch of 

shade.” - 1905 



Early 1900s “….a city of gardens and trees.” 





A city of gardens and trees no more. 

From 1940-60, Phoenix grew from 65K to 439K   

More houses built in 1959 than in the years 1914 - 46  



 



 Improve air quality by giving off oxygen and filtering 
airborn particulates thru photosynthesis. 

 Sequester carbon by taking in CO2 from the atmosphere 
and storing it in wood and other carbon based tissues. 

 Save energy by reducing cooling and heating costs. 

 Reduce stormwater runoff by intercepting rain as it falls 
and in turn reduce erosion. 

 NOTE:  The concentration of carbon in the atmosphere 
traps heat and this is called the greenhouse effect. 

 


