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1994 
Plant an 

imported 

tree,  

then 

import 

costly 

irrigation 

water  

& fertilizer 

2015 
Plant a 

multi-use 

native tree; 

and  

plant the 

free on-site 

rain, 

fertility, & 

community 



Plant Multi-Use Trees  

 

 



Plant Community  



Plant the Rain 
 

Rain Garden Zones 
Bottom, Terrace, & Top 

 
For Multi-Use Rain Garden Plants Lists see:  

• Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands and Beyond, Volume 1, 2nd Edition, appendix 4 

• Plant Lists & Resources at www.HarvestingRainwater.com 

 



 

 
For every inch of rainfall… 
• A 10-foot wide paved street will drain 27,800 gallons of rainfall per mile 
 
• A 20-foot wide paved street will drain 55,700 gallons of rainfall per mile 
 
• A 30-foot wide paved street will drain 83,500 gallons of rainfall per mile 

Plant  

Stormwater 



  

Keep Your Best  

Planting Spaces  

Plantable 
 



Show the Flow 
 



Non-native mirage  Native oasis  

 

Maximize Habitat for Life 





Celebrate and Demonstrate 



Plant & Reinvest  

the Fertility 
 

12 to 14% of the city’s solid 

waste stream is prunings 
 
 



Mitchell Pavao-Zuckerman, PhD, Biosphere 2 & School of Natural Resources and Environment, University of Arizona mzuckerman@arizona.edu 

Plant & Grow a Living Soil 
 
 

 

• Grow bigger & healthier trees 

 

• Increase food production & carbon 

sequestration 

 

• Have a natural pollutant-filtering/bioremediation 

ability that is ten times greater than that of rock- 

or gravel-mulched soil 

 

•  Do NOT uptake heavy metals into edible plant 

tissue.  

 

Food-bearing native trees in street runoff-harvesting earthworks  

mulched with organic matter: 



Grow Stewards 
Chipped and Mulchy 

 



 

Grow What the 

Community  

Can Do  

by  

Working Together 
 

Lost Sonoran Sucker fish and 

water-harvesting Horned Lizard 

sculpture  
by Joseph Lupiani 

in a water-harvesting  

traffic-calming chicane 
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2006 

      > 

Where Do You  

Want to Live? 



DesertHarvesters.org 

 

HarvestingRainwater.com 

 

 


