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Abstract

Efforts to address climate change at the international level have, to date, failed, and
national efforts in the United States have, until recently, been lacking. In this setting,
the importance of states and municipalities in addressing climate change has come into
focus, and efforts at these subnational levels have grown. Such subnational efforts to
address climate change are not, however, the norm in the United States, and the level
of effort found varies significantly, even between municipalities within the same state.
Why is it that some municipalities engage in climate change action and not others? This
study will use a multi-level, multiple case study approach to answer this question by
selecting states from across the spectrum of action on climate change and examining
cities within those states that are “in-sync” and “out-of-sync” with their state’s climate
policy.This study will seek to determine the impact of state-level climate policy on
municipalities; the drivers and barriers to municipal climate change action; and how
some municipalities are able to overcome or transform barriers into opportunities for
climate change action.
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