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USING LIGHT TO SOLVE SOCIETAL CHALLENGES

SHINE A LIGHT  
ON THIS POTENTIAL



through a simple idea; energy from sunlight. We discover and invent 

energy solutions to the world’s fuel, electric and social challenges.

ASU LightWorks envisions a resilient and equitable energy future 

supported by innovations in technology, policy, law and markets.  We 

pursue breakthroughs not just to power the world, but to empower it; 

to enrich people’s lives everywhere; to enlighten communities across 

the globe; to achieve energy security; to secure energy justice and  

to inspire future generations.

LightWorks pulls light-inspired research at Arizona State University 

under one strategic framework. It is a multidisciplinary effort to 

leverage ASU’s unique strengths, particularly in solar-electric energy, 

sustainable fuels and products, and energy and society.

SOLAR ELECTRIC

SUSTAINABLE FUELS 
AND PRODUCTS

ENERGY AND SOCIETY

To achieve sustained growth of solar electricity, the Solar Electric group will increase 

contribution of solar energy generation, enable systems that are scalable to market and 

continue cost and performance improvements.

Sustainable Fuels and Products is a coordinated, interdisciplinary network of researchers 

within LightWorks that addresses high impact opportunities to enable and advance the 

production of sustainable fuels and products to meet society’s grand energy challenges.

The Energy and Society group of LightWorks aims to transition toward a sustainable 

energy future by employing social and humanistic sciences that address and promote 

policy and public engagement.

LIGHTWORKS FOCUS AREAS

IEA WORLD ENERGY OUTLOOK  

“The world’s energy system is at a crossroads. 
Current global trends in energy supply and 
consumption are  patently unsustainable  

 — environmentally, economically or socially.”

Since its inception, LightWorks has provided solutions  
to the world’s most pressing global energy challenges 



ASU’s goal is to prepare society for a transition to a more sustainable future, 

one that relies more on renewable energy. We are leading the way in this 

educational transformation by developing new frameworks for understanding 

energy and its broader societal and environmental contexts.

Through comprehensive education efforts and partnerships in energy 

change, we are reaching across K-12, high school, special groups, and 

university settings to meet the future energy challenges. We are preparing

tomorrow’s leaders for a sustainable future.

Students can pursue a focus in energy policy, human and social dimensions 

of energy, and energy technology at ASU. Additional course offerings and 

degree programs are available for undergraduates and graduate students 

alike. Visit www.asu.edu/programs for more information on what course and 

degree offerings are available.
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For more information, please call  

Gina Gillies at: 480-727-7434
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